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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 

I. 114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality 
of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on May 10, 2005 has been entered. 

Drawings 

2. The replacement sheet of drawings was received on November 12, 2004. 
These drawings are approved by the Examiner. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 7-26 are allowed. 

Note the previous comments set forth in the Office Action dated August 

II, 2004 with regards to the reasons for indicating allowable subject matter 
with respect to claims 7 and 23. 

4. The indicated allowability of claims 1-2 and 4 is withdrawn in view of the 
newly discovered reference(s) to Konishi (JP 05-124284 A), Chiba et al. (JP 63- 



Application/ Control Number: 10/695,352 
Art Unit: 2854 



Page 3 



165247 A), and Nakai (US 5,820,282). Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference (s) follow: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 

this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent 
or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 

6. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Konishi (JP 05-124284 A). Konishi teaches a paper discharge unit used with 
an inkjet printer which ejects a sheet Y of paper on which image printing is 
completed by an ink cartridge 6 having a nozzle part 8 out of a printer main 
body, comprising a paper discharge roller 12 rotatably mounted in the printer 
main body to feed the sheet Y out of the printer main body and a paper 
discharge guide 13, 14 disposed between the paper discharge roller 12 and a 
paper discharge opening (located after rollers 17, 18 near output tray 19) which 
is formed in one side of the printer main body, the paper discharge guide 
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guiding a front end of the sheet upward just after the front end is ejected from 
the paper discharge roller so as to prevent a rear end portion of the sheet from 
being lifted toward the nozzle part of the ink cartridge. See, Figure 1, the 
English language abstract, and the partial English language machine 
translation attached to this Office Action. Although the printer main body is 
not specifically shown in the Figures of Konishi, note Konishi states the 
transport path 1 is formed in the interior of the equipment frame in paragraph 
[001 1] of the partial translation. Since the roller 12 and guide 13, 14 are 
structure that make up the transport path 1, these structures are inherently 
located in the interior of the equipment frame (i.e., printer main body). 

With respect to claim 2, note the paper discharge guide 13 of Konishi 
includes an upper end portion which is placed higher than contact surfaces of 
the paper discharge roller 12 and the sheet Y. 

7. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Chiba et al. (JP 63-165247 A). Chiba et al. teach a paper discharge unit used 
with an inkjet printer which ejects a sheet of paper S on which image printing 
is completed by an ink cartridge 101 having a nozzle part 101 A out of a printer 
main body 1, comprising a paper discharge roller 215 rotatably mounted in the 
printer main body 1 to feed the sheet out of the printer main body and a paper 
discharge guide 201, 20 IB disposed between the paper discharge roller 215 
and a paper discharge opening which is formed in one side of the printer main 
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body, the paper discharge guide guiding a front end of the sheet upward just 
after the front end is ejected from the paper discharge roller so as to prevent a 
rear end portion of the sheet from being lifted toward the nozzle part of the ink 
cartridge. See, in particular, Figures 3, 5, and 6 and the English language 
abstract. 

With respect to claim 2, note the paper discharge guide 20 IB in Figures 
5 and 6 of Chiba et al. includes an upper end portion which is placed higher 
than contact surface of the paper discharge roller 215 and the sheet S. 

8. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakai 
(US 5,820,282). Nakai teaches a paper discharge unit used with an inkjet 
printer which ejects a sheet of paper P on which image printing is completed by 
an ink cartridge 5b having a nozzle part 5a out of a printer main body 2,3, 
comprising a paper discharge roller 18 rotatably mounted in the printer main 
body to feed the sheet P out of the printer main body 2, 3, a paper discharge 
opening formed in one side of the printer main body, and a paper discharge 
guide 23, 26, 35, 36 adjacent to the paper discharge opening and protruding 
from an outer wall of the printer main body, the paper discharge guide having 
an upper end portion 23a, 26a, 36, 37 which is placed higher than contact 
surfaces of the paper discharge roller 18 and the sheet P, wherein the paper 
discharge guide guides a front end of the sheet upward just after the front end 
is ejected from the paper discharge roller so as to prevent a rear end portion of 
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the sheet from being lifted toward the nozzle part of the ink cartridge. See, in 
particular, the various embodiments shown in Figures 2-16 as well as column 
10, line 62 through column 11, line 3. Note the paper discharge guide of Nakai 
can be considered to be protruding from an outer wall of the printer main body 
in that the discharge guide is inherently mounted on a printer main body (or 
frame) in some way and further the discharge guide clearly "protrudes" from an 
outer wall of the printer main body as shown in the Figures, 

9. Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Lee (US 6,669,191 B2) 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1. 132 that any 
invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an 
appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Lee teaches a paper discharge unit used with an inkjet printer which 
ejects a sheet out of a printer main body comprising a paper discharge roller 20 
rotatably mounted in the printer main body to feed the sheet out of the printer 
main body, a paper discharge guide 35 pivotably mounted between the paper 
discharge roller and a paper discharge opening which is formed in one side of 
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the printer main body, to guide the bottom face of the sheet ejected from the 
paper discharge roller, and a driving unit 40, 50, 60 to pivot the paper 
discharge guide in order for an upper end portion of the paper discharge guide 
to be disposed higher than a contact surface between the paper discharge roller 
and the sheet as the sheet is being discharged from the paper discharge roller. 
See Figures 2 and 4 in particular. Note that although Lee does not specifically 
show the printer main body and the paper discharge opening, note Lee 
describes the location of the paper discharge opening in the printer main body 
as being located somewhere between the discharge roller 20 and the sheet 
stacker 10, as described in column 3, lines 9-31 in particular. Therefore, the 
discharge guide 35 (or at least a portion thereof) having the pivoting motion as 
shown in Figures 2 and 4 can be considered to be "pivotably mounted between 
the paper discharge roller and a paper discharge open formed in one side of the 
printer main body" as recited. 

With respect to claim 6, note the paper discharge unit of Lee includes a 
support member 33 supporting the paper discharge guide 35, rotating 
members 3 1 rotatably mounted in the printer main body and supporting the 
support member and a rotating unit 50 rotating the rotating members so the 
paper discharge guide ascends and descends in association with the sheet 
feeding. 
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Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 5-6 have been considered 
but are not persuasive of any error in the above rejections. 

Specifically, applicant appears to be arguing that Lee fails to teach a 
paper discharge opening which is formed in one side of the printer main body. 
However, the Examiner disagrees with this argument. In particular, it is noted 
that Lee describes a paper discharge opening formed in one side of a printer 
main body in column 3, lines 9-31. From the context of the specification, it is 
clear that the paper discharge opening is formed between the paper discharge 
roller 20 and the sheet stacker 10. Furthermore, the paper discharge guide 35 
of Lee follows the pivoting motion shown in Figures 2 and 4 and described in 
column 3, lines 24-28 and would therefore clearly be pivotably mounted 
between the paper discharge roller 20 and the paper discharge opening as 
recited. 

In view of the above reasoning, the Examiner is not persuaded of any 
error in the above rejections. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. Matsuo et al. (JP 2003-326788 A) teach an ink jet 
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printer including a paper discharge unit having obvious similarities to the 
claimed subject matter. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Leslie J. Evanisko whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2161. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 
7:30 am-6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Andrew H. Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 
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